FAST Basic Cantonese

Contents
L7 —Marking phone Calls ..o 2
LearniNg TasKS:.....uieiie et 2
Grammar & CUIUIE NOTES: ......coiieiieceeee e 2
Dialog VOCaADUIAIY:.......ceiiie e 7
D = oo [ SO S USSR 8
Supplementary Vocabulary: ..o 11
SAY 1L IN CANTONESE: ..ivveeiec ettt e e reenre s 14

L7 Page 1 of 14



FAST Basic Cantonese

L7 — Marking phone calls
Da-dihn-wa T &5

Learning Tasks:

= To ask for and give a phone number
= To talk with someone on the phone
= To respond to an apology

= To ask and indicate availability

= To talk about a purpose

= To talk about an appointment

= To indicate a place to meet

Grammar & Culture Notes:
1. adjective ‘important’ gan-yiu =

The word to express ‘important’ in Cantonese is “gan-yiu £%” | It is interesting
to note that the corresponding word of “#%” in Putonghua is similar but the
word order is not the same “EZ .

Example:
1. Ngoéh yauh-di gan-yiu-sih,  JKAMWEE  As | have something important,
séung-jau-sin. #H, BiE%k.  wantto leave early.
2. M4-gan-yiu, néih jau-sin-la. PFERE, 15E  Never mind, you can go ahead
S o and leave first.
2. ‘(give a phone call) to...>  béi #

In Cantonese, “to give a phone call to someone” is expressed by “da-dihn-wa 7
T + bél B + someone” or “ko (call) + someone”. (“ko ” is a sound loaned
from English.)

Example:

L7 Page 2 of 14


mp3/L7/sample/1%201.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/1%201.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/1%202.mp3

FAST Basic Cantonese

1 Q Néih dak-haahn da-dihn-wé béi-ngbh-1a.
PRI AT R 5k
Give me a call when you are free.
A Ngoh chih-di ko néih 1a.
FRIEM call IRM,

I will call you later.

3. Verb ‘look for’: wan i

In Cantonese, “look for” or “to find” is expressed by “Wan .

Example:
1) Yéauh-yahn wéan-néih-a! A NIRRT Someone is looking for you!
2) Ngoh-séung hai Heung- RAEMEFHBE L. 1 want to find a job in HK.,

gong wan-giing.

4. ‘(someone) is in’: hai-douh MR

The Cantonese verb “héi "z " is used to denote the location of a person or thing.
However, “hai Mz~ must accompany a place word such as “tk-keéi 24> home”. In
case the place is understood from the context, the generic locative term “‘douh &~
follows “hai ¥z, meaning someone or something is “here/there/in”.

Example:
1 Q Chan-sid-jé hai-m4-hai-douh a?
5K/ UEL AR P R P2
Is miss Chan in?
A Kéuih hai-douh, m4-go6i dang-dang.
EMRRE, PEEZSEAE
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Yes she is, please wait.

2 Q Kéuih hai-m4-hai tk-kéi a?
{E P I 22 £ 2
Is she at home?
A Kéuih m4-hai tk-kéi.
1B PR Jo= A1

She is not at home.

5. ‘when’ question: géi-sih? o

To ask the when questions, “géi-sih &5 is put between the subject and verb
phrase. The following are the suggested answers to the ‘when’ questions.

a) days yaht H:

chihn-yaht Hir day before yesterday o
kahm-yaht / chahm-yaht  %H [/ &H yesterday )
gam-yaht A H today N
ting-yaht 4 H tomorrow )
hauh-yaht % H day after tomorrow N
b) weeks laih-baai #§7F/ sing-kéih &£ #:
seuhng-go-laih-baai / seuhng-go-sing-kéih  EAE#EF/ LEEW  lastweek 0
gam-go-laih-baai / gam-go-sing-keih SAErEFE/ S EW thisweek 0
ni-go-laih-baai / ni-go-sing-keih We s+ 7/ e fi 245 thisweek 0
hah-go-laih-baai /hah-go-sing-kéih MEFSFE/ TMEEY] nextweek N
c) months yuht H:
seuhng-go-yuht e FPE! last month )
gam-go-yuht A1E H this month N
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ni-go-yuht We A5 H
hah-go-yuht MEH
d) years nin 4:

chihn-nin i
gauh-nin BAE
gam-nin S4F
ch&ut-nin A
hauh-nin B
Example:

1 Q Néih géi-sih saang-yaht a?
PR ggmRe A H g2
When is your birthday?

this month
next month

year before last
last year

this year

next year

year after next

A Ngoh hah-go-laaih-baai-yat saang-yaht.

AR —4H.
My birthday is next Monday.

6. ‘meet someone at some place’

D D

D D D DD

hai Mz + place + dang % + person

To meet someone somewhere, the sentence order is “hai ¥ at + place + dang %
wait + person”. Sometimes “gin i see” is used instead of “dang % wait ”.

Example:
1 Q Hai-bin-douh dang-neih-a?
W% T SR 2

Where shall |1 meet you?

A Hai hohk-haauh muhn-hau-gin-1a.

MRS T 1 L
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Let’s us meet in front of the school main gate.

7. Verb suffix ‘back’: faan p 8
To express the meaning of “back”, “faan ik” is added after a verb.
Example:
1 Ngobh yih-ga m4-dak-haahn, yat-jahn da-faan-béi-néih-1a.
WM WEAFH],  — FHATIR SR

I am not free right now. I’ll call you back later.

2 Ngoh béi-faan-chin néih-a.
PSR EEARIY

I'’ll give the money back to you.
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Dialog Vocabulary:

= I-)

10
11
12
13

D PR

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

DD DD DDD D

EGin=]
wai

ah

da-cho
oh

gan-yiu
chéng-mahn

gwai-sing

wan

sih

faan
da-dihn-wa
houh-méh
aak

téng-gong
ni-paali

hoi

gaan

dim-sam
jytin-muhn-dim
si-hah

geéi-sih
dak-haahn

g

Ui

i

T8
54

RE

T
SR
IS

e
Wk
il

fi]
Bl
2P s
AT
Sl
S

E3's

hello (or other interjection to attract
someone’s attention)

Really? Sure! (At the end of a sentence used
to express doubt, admiration, agreement,
confirmation, defense, etc.)

wrong number (phone dial)

Oh! (Used to express understanding, or a
sudden realization, etc.)

important

(Polite way to address someone before
asking a question) excuse me, may | ask...

(Formal-polite to ask ‘what is your (sur)
name?’)

look for; to find
affair; things; matter
back

give a phone call
numbers

{Interjection} why..., well... (used as an
exclamation)

heard

recently

open

measure word for shop
dim sum

special store

to try out

When?

free time
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23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

DD DD DDD DD

Dialog:

N 1
David:

n 2
??:

N 3
David:

N 4
??:

hauh-yaht #®H the day after tomorrow
néih-ng? PRe ? How about you?

dang & wait

Wohng-gok A Mong Kok (place name)

do % more

di My a few

hoi-sam fi L happy

yeuk 5 invite; make an appointment
a ] initial particle

dou-sih-gin FI|iRy 5, see you then

David gives Mary a phone call. ©?

Wai! Mary?
! Mary?
Hello! Is that Mary?
Néih da-cho-la, ni-douh moéuh ni-go-yahn.
PRITERR, e BEAT e N o
You dial the wrong number, there is no such person here.
Oh, m4-héu-yi-si.
gk, PELFEE.
Oh, | am sorry.
M4-gan-yiu.
I3 S
Never mind.
David makes a call again.
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5  M4-goi, Mary hai-m4-hai-douh a?
David: W%, Mary MRREMARELS?

Please, is Mary here?
©» 6  Chéng-mahn gwai-sing wan Wohng-sia-jé?
?7?: A [ B JeE 4 /N ?

May | ask who is calling Miss Wong?
©» 7 Ngoh-haih David Chan/Chahn.
David: 3&{% David [,

This is David Chan.
©» 8 Chahn-saang, chéng-mahn yauh-mé-sih wan Wohng-sid-jé
?27?: PR, i A R /N ?

Mr. Chan, may | ask what you would like to find her for?
9  Md4-goi chéng-kéuih da-faan dihn-wa béi-ngoh.
David: MZaETTIR a5 .

Would you please ask her to call me back?
vy 10 Hou-aak, néih-ge dihn-wa-houh-méah, m4-goi.
?27?: UFUE, PRWEFERSSRAS, MEZ.

OK. Your number, please?
«» 11 Sam giu sei lihng, ngh yih baat baat.
David: 3940 5288.

My number is 39405288

Later Mary calls David back.

« 12 Wai! David néih-wan-ngéh ah?
Mary: ™! David fRHz T2

Hi, David. You 've looking for me?
v 13 Haih-a, ngbh-da-jo géi-chi dihn-wa bei-néih.
David: 1RFF, KT8 K LA IR.

Yes, | called you several times.
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w 14
Mary:

n 15

David:

N 16
Mary:

o 17
David:

o 18
Mary:

o 19
David:

o 20
Mary:

N 21
David:

n 22

Mary:

Wan-ngoh yauh-mé gan-yiu-sih-a?

A B ?

Did you call me for anything important?

Téng-gong ni-paai hoi-j0-gaan sing-kap ge dim-sam jyan-muhn-dim néih-
séung-m4-séung heui-si-hah.

L P R B 1 ] 2 A B 28800 B P )5 2R AR G AR 25 5K 2

| heard that there is a newly opened star-rated dim sum restaurant. Do you
want to try it out?

Séung-a. Néih-géi-sih dak-haahn-a?
TEF . UREEIRHAS R 2

Yes, | do. When will you be free?

Ngoéh hauh-yaht dak-haahn, néih-ng?
AR A3, 1RIe?

I will be free the day after tomorrow. How about you?
Ngoh hauh-yaht dou-dak-haahn.

A% HARA ] o

| will be free the day after tomorrow, too.
Gei-dim-a?

R R ?

What time?

Aan-jau yat-dim-1a.

2E B

One o’clock in the afternoon.

Hou-aak, hai-bin-douh-dang-a?

GF0E, WRiS SR ?

Sure. Where shall we meet?

Hai Wohng-gok deih-tit-jaahm Hahng-sang ngahn-hohng dang, dak-m4-
dak-a?

WA E A 8oty N 2E SRAT S, 19054514 7
Could we meet at Mong Kok MTR station, Hang Seng Bank?
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N 23
David:

N 24

Mary:

N 25
David:

N 26
Mary:

N 27
David:

o 28
Mary:

Dak.
//f%l;o

Okay.

Do6-di-yahn sihk dim-sam hoi-sam-di, néih-juhng-séung yeuk bin-go-heui-a?

LN B RGO BE O, PR AR RIS L ?

We’ll have more fun if more people eat dim sum together. Who else would

you like to invite?

Peter tuhng a-Ann, hou-m4-héu-a?

Peter [A] B[ Ann, 4FPEUFRF?

Shall we invite Peter and Ann?

Hou-aak.

4FIE .

Sure.

Gam, ngoh da-dihn-wa-béi Peter, néih da-bei a-Ann 1a.
mt, FITTEEE S Peter, VRIT FLEA Ann B

Then Ill call Peter and you could call Ann.
Hou-aak, dou-sih-gin-1a.

TF0E, 2R R .

No problem. See you then.

Supplementary Vocabulary:

o 1

PE g3 HEX

A. Looking for someone on the phone:
M4-ggoi-néih giu. .. WERZIR - B2 S, May speak with
téng-dihn-wa.

..., please.
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i

e
Wy

i

2 Bl B

SN E)

i

2

3
4

Ching-mahn...hai- A [ MAFEMAREREF 2 Excuse me, is...in?
m4-hai-douh-a?

M4-goi. . .a! e SN Can [ speak with..., please!
...a, m4-goi. o0, EEZ! Can I speak with..., please!

B. Answering the phone:

1

o B WD

Néih sik-m4-sik-gong /R R e S Can you speak English?
Ying-man-a? W ?

Ngobh-haih. AR This is s/he (speaking).
M4-¢56i dang-dang. EF A Please hold on.

Kéuih m4-hai-douh. {|ELETA- S/he is not in.
Ching-mahn bin-wai-a? & HE A2 Who is calling, please?

. Dates: Cantonese year, month, & day always appears in this order

nihn i year
yuht H month
houh / yaht 5%/ H day

yat-gau-gau-chat-nihn chat-yuht yat-houh
— Lt EH 9k

July 1, 1997.
yih-chin-nihn yat-yuht yat-houh
“THE —H 9

January 1, 2000.

yih-lihng-yat-gau-nihn yih-yuht chat-houh
—F - —H G

February 7, 2019.

D. MTR station in Hong Kong:

1

Jang-waahn HBR Central
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D Y D D

o N O O A W0 DN

Gam-jing
Waan-jai
Tuhng-loh-waan
Jim-sa-jéui
Wohng-gok
Gau-luhng-tohng
Gun-tohng

AT
RV IH
HE £

e I
GE

Admiralty
Wan Chai
Causeway Bay
Tsim Sha Tsui
Mong Kok
Kowloon Tong
Kwun Tong

LR R
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Say it in Cantonese:

What do you say ...
1. Q. May I speak with David, please

A.
2. Q. Canyou speak Cantonese?
A.
3. Q. S/heisnotin,
A.
4. Q. Who is calling, please?
A.
5. Q. You are not free right now; you will call him back later.
A.
6. Q. Where shall | meet you?
A.
7. Q. Could we meet at Central MTR Station?
A.
8. Q. Youwant to find a job in Hong Kong.
A.
9. Q. July1,20109.
A.
10. Q. December 25 is a public holiday.
A.

<< End of Lesson 7 >>

L7 Page 14 of 14


mp3/L7/sample/q1.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q2.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q3.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q4.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q5.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q6.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q7.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q8.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q9.mp3
mp3/L7/sample/q10.mp3

